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hence no acculturation is possible without race-mixture. Others
take the opposite view.

Some go so far as to contend that Eastern and Western Civiliza-
tions are fundamentally conflicting. Others hold that, while they
are different, they are not conflicting but complementary. Yet
others grant that they are different but confess that the differences
are felt but elude definition. Still others deny the concept of the
spacial division of civilization into Eastern and Western and affirm
that there is only a modern civilization as opposed to ancient
civilization.

Among those who admit the possibility and the actuality of the
westernization of the East, some contend that it was beneficial;
others contend that it was unfavourable, while yet others are still in
doubt Some wonder if what is good for the West will be good
for the East.

It is of some practical importance to know which of these
conflicting views is correct. If Western culture is linked with race,
acculturation will be possible only by miscegenation. If it is corre-
lated with a geographical environment, acculturation will be
possible only by migrations or by the artificial modification of the
geographical environment. If it is an integrated pattern, an organic
whole as it were, acculturation will involve the taking over of the
whole as a unit; if it is an aggregate of traits which at any moment
are found together by accident but which are capable of independent
diffiision, acculturation may be partial and selective.

If, on the other hand, Western Civilization means moderniza-
tion, it will only mean that the West is ahead of the East, and there
is a lag in time, but no difference in kind and quality. The East
may catch up by putting forth extra effort and speed. If, however,
Oriental means an historic period some centuries ago, the question
of westernizing the Orient does not arise at all. For it is the
twentieth century now for both the Occident and the Orient.

If Western Civilization connotes certain desirable qualities,
mental and moral, such as devotion to truth, science, and progress,
loyalty to principles, kindness and mercy, justice, humanity, etc.,
and if Eastern Civilization connotes the contrary qualities, the two